
61Chapter 5: Design Principles

Streetscape
Streetscape elements, which include 
street trees, sidewalks, benches, 
planters, trash cans, and public art, 
should be compatible with the area in 
which they are located. They should 
also be functional.

Streetscape improvements should 
increase one’s ability to perceive 
the traditional character of the area, 
improve pedestrian circulation, and 
visually link properties. 

S.1. Design streetscape elements to 
reflect the Character Area where 
they are located. 
• Incorporate street trees on a tradi-

tional street. 
 x Especially important in Char-
acter Areas 3, 5, 7, and 8. 

• Incorporate a traditional front yard 
in predominately residential areas, 
even when the building is adap-
tively reused to a non-residential 
use.  

 x Especially important in Char-
acter Areas 1, 2, and 4.

• Design a streetscape palette that 
continues along 73rd Ave, 72nd 
Ave, Lowell Blvd, and Bradburn 
Blvd. 

• Incorporate public art into street 
furnishings.

 x Especially important in Char-
acter Areas 3,5,7, and 8.

• Ensure street furnishings are func-
tional in design and constructed of 
high-quality materials.

S.3. Cluster street furnishings where 
room allows. 
• Cluster street furnishings in a 

public space to create a spot to rest 
and congregate. 

• Provide shade where appropriate.

S.4. Maintain a clear,  continu-
ous walkway along the f ront of a 
building.
• Locate street furniture, outdoor 

tables,  and other outdoor acces-
sories so they will not block the 
pedestrian route.

• Maintain or create ADA-accessible 
pathways.

S .5 .  P lant  street  trees where 
feasible.
• Use a variety of species for street 

trees to help convey the diver-
sity and irregularity of the tradi-
tional character of the area. (See 
Westminster Unified Development 
Code.)

• Consider the existing street tree 
pattern in the context of the Char-
acter Area before planting new 
street trees. 

Incorporate street trees on a traditional street.

Locate street furniture, outdoor tables, and 
other accessories so they will not block the 
pedestrian route.
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S.6. Incorporate planters into the 
streetscape.
• W h e r e  s i d e w a l k s  a r e  n a r r o w 

and street trees are not feasible, 
provide planters to enhance the 
pedestrian experience and provide 
a buffer from traff ic. 

• Incorporate planters along com-
mercial corridors and inside build-
ing setbacks. 

S.7 D e l i n e a t e  a r e a s  w h e r e 
streetscape improvements and 
amenities will be provided and 
maintained by the City and areas 
that are the responsibility of the 
adjacent property owner.

Public Art
Public art should enhance the pe-
destrian experience throughout the 
area. It should be installed in court-
yards, plazas, and public spaces where 
feasible. Art can also be incorporat-
ed into street furnishings, walkways,  
and at building entrances.  (See 
Westminster Unif ied Development 
Code.)

S.7. The use of public art is encour-
aged. Consider incorporating public 
art in the following locations: 
• Plaza
• Courtyards
• Walkways through properties
• Street furnishings 
• Building design
• Gateway features
• Utility boxes

Consider incorporating public art in street 
furnishings.

Consider incorporating public art into gateway 
features.


